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Sample Ordinance

Defining Slum and Blighted Area

WHEREAS, Community Development Block Grants and other sources of funding may be available from time to time for redevelopment of slum and blighted areas; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to define “blighted area” for purposes of designation of such areas for which funds may be granted for preservation, improvement, and redevelopment in a manner consistent with CDBG program requirements and State law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City/Town of      , duly assembled this       day of      , 20      that the following definition of a “Slum and Blighted Area” is adopted for purposes of designating areas, making application for funds, and expenditure of funds for the improvement, preservation, conservation, or redevelopment of such areas as may be identified by Resolution of Council describing the area and identifying the conditions which meet the standards in the definition.

In accordance with State law, a “Slum and Blighted Area” means any improved or vacant area within identified boundaries located within the territorial limits of the municipality, which meets state law and the following CDBG definition:

Public improvements are in a general state of deterioration in the designated area, or

a substantial number of buildings in the designated area are deteriorated or deteriorating, 
and at least 25% of properties in the area have one or more of the following characteristics:
· Physical deterioration of buildings or improvements 

· Abandonment of properties

· Chronic high turnover or vacancy rates in commercial/industrial buildings

· Significant decline in property values or abnormally low property values in relation to other areas in the community; or 

· Known or suspected environmental contamination

Approved this       day of      , 20     
	     
	
	


Witnessed





Signed
